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CZECHOSLOVAKTA: ITS IMPACT ON INDEPENDENT AFRICA

African reaction to the Soviet-led, Warsaw Pact invasion of Czecho-
slovakia on 21 August 1968 has no precedence in the brief history of
that continent's independent nations. Since the late 1950's, most Afri-
can nations have been too little informed or too preoccupied with develop-
ing their economies, post-independence boundary disputes, antagonistic
nationalisms, and civil wars to react very strenuously to anything not
bearing directly on domestic or regional interests.

Immediate responses from many African governments, leaders, polit-
ical parties, and action groups were spontaneous and blunt. From most
ceme condemnation; from a very few, approbation. The fence-straddlers
who viewed the affair as intra-European, the predominantly Arab (Nasser)-
oriented states, and nations whose economies are most vulnerable to So-
viet pressures, were slower to respond and were far less forthright.
Other governments, while maintaining an official silence, permitted their
press to castigate almost at will.

Many independent African governments who cherish their own fragile
viability and sense of nationalism promptly censored the Soviet Union's
desecration of Czechoslovakian sovereignty -- even some having fairly
close economic ties with the USSR. By 23 August official government
statements condemning the USSR had been issued by: Burundi, Congo
(Kinshasa), Dahomey, Ethiopia, Gembia, Ghana, Kenya, Liberia, Libya,
Malegasy Republic, South Africa, Tanzania, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, Zambila,
and Zanzibar.

Among these governments, recipients of Soviet credits are Ghana
(who before N'krumsh's ouster ranked second among African beneficiaries
of Soviet gifts and credits, including some military-related), Ethiopia
(which holds over $100 million worth of extended economic credit), Kenya,
Tanzania, Tunisia, and Zambia (each holding economic credit extensions
ranging from about $100 million to slightly under $50 million; Tanzania
also holds some military aid credits).

A1l governments which issued immediate condemnations, with the ex-
ception of South Africa, Gambia, and Liberia, have either technical or
academic trainees studying in the Soviet Union, Poland, and East Germany.
All could heed the warning issued by General Mobutu when he announced
his govermment's intention to call home the large number of Congo (Kinshasa)
academlc students from the countries which invaded Czechoslovakia: "We
do not want the elite of tomorrow to cultivate imperialist ambitions one
day and envisage the invasion of countries bordering the Congo which co
not share its way of thinking, its culture, or its system of government.
Colonialism and neo-colonialism, we discover with horror, reign in Eastern
Europe, imposed by Moscow.... The Soviet Union cannot rehabilitate it-
self in the eyes of the world.'" When the Soviet Ambassador called on
General Mobutu on 27 August to deliver his "explanatory message" from
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Also silent were the Central African Republic, Chad, the Ivory
Coast, Malawi, and Niger -- not because of being politically enmeshed
with the Soviet Union, but mainly because of the press of local matters.
Chad, for example, was holding an ambassador's conference, expected a
Japanese trade mission, and entertaining an Israeli special ambassador.
Normal daily fare for the normal capital, but in Fort Lamy no one could
focus on other matters. By the first of September, Sierra Leone had
added its condemnation.

No African govermment publicly supported the Soviet Union except
for Mali, which waited until 3 September to endorse the Soviets, presum-
ably under pressure from the latter. Some government-controlled press
restricted their coverage to TASS and Novosti releases —- such as Algeria,
Mali, and, at first, the Sudan. In the Somali Republic where a Soviet
trade mission was in Mogadiscio negotiating a new economic-technical
agreement, formalized on 26 August, the press politely attempted to show
both sides of the issue.

The only open support for Soviet intervention in Czechoslovakia came
from the Communist Party of Lesotho (described by one author as "exist-
ing but never of any importance"); the illegal Communist Party of South
Africa; the Moroccan Party for Liberation and Socialism (which replaced
the outlawed Communist Party), while at first expressing solidarity with
the Czech people, later condoned the Soviet occupation as a "triumph of
wisdom"; and the Communist Party of Sudan, which was described as "merely
backing the statements issued by TASS."

African press attacks on the Soviet Union were particularly strong
in Congo (Kinshasa), Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia, and Chana. In several
countries where the official voice was silent, condemnation came through
the press: in Nigeria, the gquasi-official voice of the government, New
Nigeria, as well as other Nigerian papers contained strong anti-Soviet
reflections; Gabon and the Ivory Coast restricted their criticism to
press editorials; Moroccan press sentiment was almost in complete con-
trast to the government's aloof stance; most Sudanese media having first
played TASS, did an almost about-face to support Prime Minister Mahjub's
condemnation as "illustrative of his recognition of higher principles.”
(See attached sampling of press coverage. )

The exiled Algerian opposition issued a formal condemnation of the
Algerian-Arab stand and castigated the Soviet Union. In Rhodesia, a
"freedom fighter" organization (ZANU) dubbed Czechoslovakia "a good les-
son for puppets." Indicative of splinter group dissensions was a break-
away group within the Nigerian Trade Union Congress (NTUC) which, in a
press release, disputed the "recent NTUC statement in support of Soviet
intervention in Czechoslovakia."

There were public demonstrations in Khartoum and Nairobi, but the
largest anti-Soviet popular demonstrations erupted in Congo (Kinshasa)
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and in Tanzania. In Kinshasa, a large group led by the Youth of the
Popular Movement for Revolution (JMPR) demonstrated 21 August in front

of the Soviet embassy. JMPR's secretary read an official statement

which "invited the Soviet monsters to withdraw their armies of misfortune
from Czechoslovak territory'" and called for the World Federation of Demo-
cratic Youth, headquartered in Prague, to launch an appeal in support of
the Dubcek liberals.

In Dar es Salaam, on 23 August, Tanzanian demonstrators shouting
"to hell with the Russian fascists" poured intc the Soviet Embassy com-
pound to litter it with torn Soviet propaganda leaflets and uprooted
plants. Following are excerpts from Reuters' account of the demonstra-

tion (from Nairobi):

"Some 2,000 people, led by Youth Leaguers of President
Julius Nyerere's Tanganyika African National Union (TANU)
party marched two miles to the embassy to proclaim their pro-
found anger and disgust at the invasion of Czechoslovakia.
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, Chediel Y. Mgonja, was
among them both as a marcher and an observer, he said.

"Big bundles of Soviet propaganda magazines and leaflets
were distributed at the start. Marchers made hats out of
them until they became missiles and confetti, hurled with
handfuls of earth and plants at the Soviet Embassy door as it
slammed behind retreating Russian officials. Armed Tanzanian
riot police stood by wearing gasmasks while chanting demonstra-
tors leaped the garden wall with banners declaring 'Russians
guit Czechoslovakia' and 'Damn the satellite aggressors.'
The front door remained bolted, but embassy officials finally
accepted a protest letter through a steel grill at the back.

"At the Czechoslovak Embassy later, the Charge d'Affaires
thanked Tanzania for supporting a people fighting for their
basic rights, for their liberty, and the crowd burst into the
TANU party song. Chinese officials emerged from their em-
bassy nearby and watched in silence."
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condemns imperialism in all ils
forms and regards this aggres-
sion as a naked and brutal
manifestation of the worst form
of imperialism.
. “4. The 'Kenya Government
g B & sincercly hopes the USSR and.
2 her allies will see fit to restore
i © the sovereignty of Czechoslo-
. -»vakia through the immedite
By NATION Roportors _ withdrawal ‘of troops from -

“THE Kenya Government yesterday b ‘ Czechoslovak soil.” ;
: . t y branded the USSR >
.invasion of Czechoslovakia'as “a naked and brutal mani-  ment feam Prentent Noeoms -

‘;festation of the worst form of imperialism.” office expressed profound shock |
The condemnation was contained in one of the strongest | 8t the news from Prague and

IMPEF

: protests ever made by Kenya on the international scene added:
?thrt was issued shortly after ) “This act constitutes a be- ’
: the Soviet Embassy in Nairobi ” trayal of all the principles of =

BFE

- had complained th ! ‘ inati i
328 et d R BB o e s 10 st e SLeieminaon 220 e
- Embassy gates by persons in | ‘oiowing: ‘ments (of the Soviet Union,:

7 an unidentified ; “1. It condemns in the strong- -
“in the early. hours. that called ;“ P;Shsifgllei termbs thlixs :n;r:— vlé(;ﬁ“%e?r‘ﬁlagﬁ?)“' g;gggaclai;\rexg '
on, s a breach of the ! :
A Russian Embassy spokes- sovereignty, political indepen- .to support and uphold.

.

a4 the palnd el b | SEnce”tnd torcloial Imeghty it B coniry o he most
: ported to the Kenya | of Czechoslovakia. : nationa

, authorities as “an act of hooli- @ law, and is in direct contraven.
> ganism.” 2. The Kenya Government [ji,' of the UN Charter

; g ‘ unequivocally believes in the | .

- principle of sel{-determination 'Uni'{:: Rﬁgﬁf,ﬂ;’“i‘}‘ Tﬁﬁ,zaﬂiﬁ ‘
; ‘ TEXT . of all peoples. In accordance . goooces colonialism  of  all |
" he . with this principle, the people yji4c whether old or new, in-
, e full text of the Kenya ©of Czechosiovakia should exer- aqiion Europe or elsewhere.” '
- Government statement — which  cise their right to determine { A spokesman at the Czech
‘came as neighbouring Tanzania  their future without any form ‘Embassy in Nairobi, comments
|~ issued its own condemnation - of préssuge from cutside, ing on the Kenya Government
~ . of the Soviet invasion — read: 3. The Kenya Government gigiement, said: “We appreciate -

Ny W
r _“The Kenya Government has . anyone offering support to the

‘ noted with deep concern the -
, Czechoglovakian Government.
P gcy"“aﬂ“‘m of Czechoslovakia It is up to the Governments of

&SR and her nllies, In '
. 3 ‘the world to judge the situation
B this ‘context_, the Government - from their own points of view.”

. -vyveicome criticism - |

- 7. . THE strong condemnation of the Soviet-led Dccupétion of g In Lusaka The Times of

. i.Czechoslovakia, i i ' Zambiag predicted, “Soon the

.. Tanzania, is ﬁelc%srgz? b .the Governments of Kenya and disgustting seqé‘e?ce j°f secret

o -exXecutions an mprisonments
£¢ It may be thought that Czechoslovakia i a long way | will begin again.”

-

% from Africa and that imperial conquests in Europe are of President Kaunda described
gtotl'e consequence for *Mrican peoples. Yet imperialism fthe Russian action as naked
" ;knows no boundaries. F OO KR KN K- aggression and accused the So-|

viet Union of imperialism.’

E™” ¥ Thus the wisest course for Alrica is never to assume
that those who compete for her favour have ne ulterior e
 motives, . L

P e h .
3 1t is not likely that non-alignment will be understood, 4! In Tanzania, the Govern-
i for the competing powers do not choose to understand it. [ ment party hiewspaper, the Na-}
"~ A Chinese face is seen in Tanzania and Tanzania becomes, }i tionalist, in an editorial warn-
% in Western parlance, "Peking's foothold in Africa” An j ed the people: “Judge people
¥ African leader is praised in the Western Press and heé [ ang nations by their actions,
: immediately becomes "a 100l o imperialilsm.” Such 13 the }inot by their words.”
Lostruggle to withhold from Africa freedom -of thought and

" .. freedom of action, :

2. - It is only a few days sim:et Ténzaniia warned th}e-
;> Eastern European nations against practising neo-colonial- § ’ :
# 1sm. The wisdom of this warning has been well illusirated {:THE NATIONAL Unlon of
i~ in Europe this week. - jiKenya Swdentg s  planning

; Unfortunately, Czechoslovakia also proves that as o iﬁ\.egiglﬁu‘lu dgm"efh‘?:’m L’kgg

moral force in the world non-alignment cannot counterac't ‘not quiz Czechoslovakia,

3

.. the narrow interesis of the Great Powers, ' { Th

i e invasion estendy;
I But the reaction of the governments in Nairobi and | ccnuemmed by thgigni}én whﬁgr
* Dar es Salaam does prove that the African leaders’ moral | president Mr. Chibule wg Tsu- -
r; sense is incorruptible and that, poor as théy may be, their | ma and secretary Mr, Maurics |
¢ tupport. and their silence is not to be bought by neo- | Yambo delivered in person g |
;. colonialists of any ideology. ‘ ' , proiest  memorandum which 4
they handed over to an ofﬁ-l

35 2005]08TT7 ; CTA-RDP78-0306 1A00040003(RPtgey, (e Russian Embassy |

e

- ——————

1

robi.

.Approved F‘%i‘ %ele

AR N N ¥

s o |

. DAILY NATION, Fridoy, August 23, 1968




The GHAONSIANE M se 2005083 Eia-RoP78-03tmAsswAOBAL DS 7

FRIDAY, AUGUST 23, 1963

By Our Own Reporter

';THE Government of Ghana yeslerday vehemently
condemned the invasion of Czechoslovakia by
the Soviet Union and its satelliteg and called for
the immediate withdrawal of the foreign troops,
~ now occupying the country,
JIn oo strongly-worded..statement sssued-in+ Accra- by
“ the Ministry -of External Affairs, the Govern-| -
_Iment further asked for the lmmediate release of !
all detalned - Czech leaders and allow ; the.
people of -Czechoslovakia to .. pursue; in:

L3

. absolute freedom .the .course which they had. =

mapped for themselves in accordance with the:
purposes and prineiples of the United Nations.
»Thils unfustifed aggression and blatant Diterference in the!
internal affairs of Czechoslovakia, reminiscent of events in:
Hungary 1 1956, strikes a severe biow at the very founda-|

¢ e e e . o o b S 2 -

LT G e

' tlon of international law and poses a serious threat to the':
securlty and territorial integrity of small nationg® the':
statement declared. - -

It added that no amount of force could sippress the spirib :
i of liberalism and freedom now vrevsiling h}) %zechos!ms?km. ;
;‘Describmg the Invasion as a flagrant violation of the funda-
. mental principles of the Warsaw Pact, the Govern ent |
s%gﬁgf,‘ ;"‘,’,“’é‘ gmt!;_‘ be t.akeﬁi‘i‘n by the prevext that Ozechost
s “had’ been'occuplied at the wigens-invit
Government. ¢ ation of it :

CZECH LEADERS o

It recalled that for some time now, Czech leaders had b
, C aders e n
brow-beaten and intimidated to abandan the policy of
. Uberalisation 'which had enjoyed overwhelming support
, 'Ighmogg the pcoi)lc%’ ah L ' »
¢ Goverument o ang unreservedly condeinng all 3
-of intimidation, threat or use of force n wingt r?‘n Sorirs
by big powers, the Governm :m-a'rem—rg ¥ denloys t.ixe invasion

of Czechoslovakian an  get

- - . T AT 5 ok e et

;] Iraught with grave conse-
tf quences for world Breacy,,
; and extemls Ity sympathy;
to the Government and peo-
ple for this ominougy situge.,
~ tlon which confronts their
country” the statement

AL AYAM,Kheartoum
22 August 1968:

added.
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Dar es Salaam -
22 Aupust 1968

CIECHOSLOVAKIA

THE people of Tanzania are bitterly
‘8. opposed to colonfalism. We stand
t firm for the right of all nation states.
¥ to determins their own destiny., Our!
; ‘attention has been concentrated upon
jo.the kind of colonialism we know
:“from bilter experience. Our demand
E for the sclf-detcrmination of peoples
¢ ‘has been reflocted most intensely in
I our opposition to neo-colonialism in
Africa,
: P
; But » principle is a principle in Burope
. as_in Afriea. Independence means
: ' that a nation state has the right to
:  enter into -alliances, or refuse to
.. continue in them, according to the
¢ * wishes of the people of that state as
- - exprested by a Government responsie
;,; ble to them. Self-determination means
; thag the people of a nation state will
. decide for themselves the internal
¢ policies followed in their country. - -

¥ ¥, 'S -
Wo afte not impressed by talk of.
i *“requests for help™ by “Czechoslovak
"~ % leaders.” Help against whom? Against. .
L' the Czechoslovak people and the
. leader whose mass popularity has
daily in. recent -

A

&

... beoen demonstrated
e v weeks? ~ - -
[he people of Czechoslovakia have our.
i sincere sympathy. We underitand the
.. sgony which led to their Govgm-
" ment's decision to call for no resist-
_ ancs to the invasion. This would have
f led to even greatsr human suffering
. and death, without hope of victory
% for the Crechoslovak cause at this
D time, ~ < T - .t
The example of Czechoslovakia is an-
w other warning to the people of .
& Tanzania. Be vigilant. Bo friendly and
§. co-operative with all peoples and all

- v .

/- nations, But do not relax guard be-, Py
¢ cause some have asseried their friend-;
ship and solidarity., Judge people and
“ nations by their actions, not by their:
i, wvords.
CPYRGHT A
_ - CPYRGHT

A, ALYAM, Khartoum, 22 Aug 68:
REACTION OF LOCAL POLITICIANS TO
THE«CZECH AFFAIR '

Ja¥t],

(exXcerpt: ] Sadiq al-Mands B&id
"We see the issue from the view-
point of national sovereignty
and we support Czechoslovakia in .
defining Her destiny without. SR
Toreign intervention...we appeal| , -
to the Warsaw Pact to respect ”
this rule...."
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v'-‘AUGUST .21st, 1968 would definitely go dow
4% in world history as the diy when nake
‘uggression barred its teelh to swallow a smal
beleaguered nation of 14 million people, The un
warranted and uncalled for invasion ef Czechos-
lovakia in the early hours of 21st August, 1568 by

the forces of the Warsaw Pact couintries is.

nothing but sheer. aggression and banditry,

it is a direct and complete violation of the
ierritorjal integrity of Czechoslovakia, and also
demonstrates that = the invading countries,
despite the fact that they call themselves
“People’s Democracies”, do not accept the mean-
Jdng and connotation of | “democracy” as applied
‘among the “comity of civilised nations”.
‘For what has happened in the unfortunate,

'

invaded country is that the new leadership of

‘the land, in urgent response to strong, publlc
pressure and demiand, have instituted a serles of
reforms {o make (‘zechoslovakia more democra-
tic, free and liberal.. . _
.~ As part of {h's liberalising programme,
free Speech and press freedom
been - pllowed. Although the liberalising ‘mea-
sures did not satisfy the Czech people, at least,
they were In the right direction. - S

Vet even the few reforms caused considera-

‘ble agitation in the “corridors of power” in the

Eastern world of dictatorship. For there was
always the fear that the bug of {reedom might
spread to other communist countries, Hence
Jthe confrontation between the Czechs and the
other Kastern FEuropean countries ip persuade
the former to stop the liberallising process.

; We, for our part had been clovely fellowing
evenls In the sad country, but had hitherto
‘avoided making any comment on them, espe-
cially while déelicaie negotiations were going on.
Qur silence was ot due to any desire not to
comment on a ocracial matter of international
importance. For post-coup Chana js a free
country, with a free press, .unlike the situation

in these countries, where the mewspapers are:

'

- Czechoslovak soll.

13

the official organs the Communjst Party and

Government, - : R
... Now, just when it appeared {hat the cause
of freedom In Czechoslovakia was making sore

of

have lately.

headway, the forces of the Soviet and other
Warsaw Pact couniries have moved in and
occupied Czechoslovakia.

This is indeed a shocking, desplcable event,
{ which is simply unbelievable in its cruelty and
callousitess, - The invasion of Czechoslovakia in
August. 1968, forcefully reminds us of the
unfortunate invasion of that same country in
1939, hy the fascist forces of Hitler, ‘

 ACT' OF AGGRESSION ' -

"‘We. for our part obnhesitatingly condemn!
this act of aggression against a small -counlry,
‘and hope very much that the liberal, demecratic
forces of the world would do everything possible,
for the liberation of the poor Czechs. - _

This- 13- a matter - which concerns us as’
Ghanajans; for our own country under the tyra~-
nnical, dictatorship of the erstwhile regime, was
well on the read to becoming 3 communist satel-
lite state, when the members of the National Li-
beration Council and their forces stepped in o
. bring the whole crazy affair to an end on 24th

- February, 1966.

" The current events in Czechoslovakia con-
stitute a Iesson to us all in Ghana. For as the
“Akan proverb goes (freely translated) "‘I: you
do not know of death, look at the grave!’

We in this country do not want COMMUNISM, and
‘those ‘Ghanaians who think that they are toe clever by,
half, and can outwit the commaunists by fraternising
with them, should take a sober look at what bas hap-.
vened to Crechoslovakial! | o ‘

" The aggression of the Warsaw Pact countries has:
been condemned by all Western countries. Even more,
it bas been condemned by the Cominunist Parties in
Italy (the largest in Europe) and in other Western
countries. = , B : _ ' :

‘For:they all see in the action of the invaders a gross
interference in the internal affairs of 'a poor country,
which has ‘not asked or Invited the invaders into their -
country. The tnvasion is not only  violation of the basic
principles of international law, but also constitutes a
tlouting of the Warsaw Pact, which guarantees mutual
defence against external attack or aggression, B

- Rather, the Warsaw Pact countries have turned
unjustifighly on one of their own members!

. We join liberal, democratic volces all over the world
in asking for the withdrawal of foreign troops from..

Czech people in-

- Our fgll moral snpﬁort goea to the-
this grave eyent

‘their hour of need. And for us in Ghana
hias been a very big lesson Indeed.-

CPYRGHT _

DAILY GRAPHIC. Awgwst 22, 1963,  Acers

The lessons

|

: -
No‘doubt events of this nature are
lessons worth learnin

we the young countries trying to |
de.vglop-. We should be carefyl about
military pacts or flirting with some of
the powerful nations which  profess

Reaction from militaxily powerful ma-" |

‘ We hope this concern is not going to

The law of “might is right,” the big .'

tions to this naked rape of Cz
, ) ; echoslo-
vakia has been that of “deep concers;tfz'

lead us ﬁo a third world war. We, the

. time to build our resources and live -

in peace with our neighbours.

Powers should un

friendship by impesing iboosi08.17 : o
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R o i ke 1, P

- As Russian
‘ contmue to shoot, loot
~and rape th01r way
*into
. we ‘here
};bow our heads in sad-:'
‘ness. . . ; g ‘

Since

‘or “we can

- with

27 August 1968

Dapgers -

of ;

tommumsm

ON:’CE again the WOI‘ld'_'
naked

shudders as
Russian  imperiaksm|’
goes on the march.]
Once again't'he ‘world!

' is devoured by Russia. .
trobps

C/echoslovakla,‘-
in Malawr

“our Premdcnt

N‘gwam Dr. Kamuzu’
B{mda returnedt

QM alawi and tOOkNOW as we see standing

lcgadershlp of the Con-,
g;‘css and Government

he has always warn(.d
‘us‘of ‘this. While -the,

: rest of the world has‘.

" sat back and said:]

" “Perhaps we can get’ ‘Thank you ,our. ' Dear

along with Moscow”'

. peaceful co-ex1stanc
Com‘%’ﬁ?ﬁoged’
cour Presxdent has -al

Approved For Release y

Czechoslovaklan'blood

: not allowmg

orbﬁaﬁﬁswiadmbmum

23 Augast 1968

Ope n.
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STANDARD, Tanzania

Yways asked the entire
world to hear hlm,!
 “No”. '1‘_1me and'agam_!
the Ngwazi has warn
ed 'the Nations of the
world-of .the two face
of Commumsm

| ' that wh
- watchcs in - agony aSWe are happy that when 7

: another helpless and
innocent little country

‘others have tried tq
dlsuade the Ngwazi
‘from his pohcy of na
~~relations with these
~blood “thirst villains;
‘he thas‘stood firm/
:Words, threats, enticed

.- ments, none have been
of any avail — he: has
refused and contmue'

rto refuse to .do . any
Jbusiness = with the
Commumsts

before us, with its
Jaw: - .dripping. with

dhe, Aruly’ eV11 Rus-

‘sian Commumsm we
can only say;’ "

NgWa:n Tor -standing
strong and " erect and
‘these;

1. Malawi, ang hve

the Ngwazir® = -

eyesare now

~Zanu

" "RUSSIA’S CLAIM to be the cham. '
plon of the anti-imperialist

T struggle had been unmasked as a °

meaningless slogan said the Chief
representative of the Zimbabwe .
African Naticonal Union in Dar es
Salaam, Mr, Chihota,. .
Commenting on the Russian m-
vasion of Czechoslovaki, he said -
it would serve as a good lesson
to those in freedom movements .
who hed peen blinded by Russia
and become puppets to the det- )
-riment of the cause for uhury,
" Mr. Chihota said Russian im-.
'perfalism had all along been
-hidden under the cloak of-
-goclalism and communism but the
"latest act of aggression had ex- :
“posed’ her, The action should be’ f
‘econdemned by all freedom lovlng .
people. Africa was opposed toall -

forms of colonialism and im.
perialism whether old or new, '
In a series of Interviews car. 5
ried out with the péople yesterday
many expressed shock at hearing 3
that the Soviet Union, which had i
been regarded ag being in the
vanguard in the fight for equality 3
among nationsandant . 1mperia- ;
lism had commltted such “gn .
.'un!orgtvable crime,

Mzee Moshi Ham!sl the Ks,-
"riakoo Tanu Branch Chalrman
“said that Russia had committeq '
an  unfolgivable erime against«,

the Innocent people of Czechos- - i
"lovakia who wanted nothing more .

than self - determination,

. Mr. S, A, Pazi, a Kariakoo -

Market bustnessman sald that‘
:Rusgsia’s imperfalistic mannersc
had now come to the open andi
‘suggested that the United Nations |

.should do all it could to ensure ;

that weak nations had a secure

position,

~ Mr, Tbrahim Raha, of Kariakoo

‘8aid African nations should cone :
demn the Russian action, ‘
. ®The Soviet Unfon should be. 4
‘bitterly condemned on her brutal }
‘step of Invading Czechoslovakia

-in the same manner as we con- -

demn the American presence in -

;Vletnam. was the commenttrom*
:Mr, Salumu Mohamedl, a hxl

‘driver.

* He sald that the Czechs, llke :
‘the Russians and all other people .
had a right to selr-determinatxon :
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THE PEOPLE, KampaBa

Zh fugust 1968

SX

‘THE Uganda Government
- & has told the Russians that
they should unconditionally
withdraw their troops from
Czechoslovakia.

T

In a strongly-worded sta-
tement issued by the Minis-
try of Foreign AFairs Iast
night the Government con-
demned the invasion and oc-
cupation of OCzechosiovakia
as a “humiliating action
fraught with alarmiing Inter-
natisnal implications ond
sonsoquences,”

Uganda has thus joined a
steadily . growing list of
countries who have come
out openly against the inter-
vention .which followad the
Kliberalisation” nolicy of the
new Czech Gowernment.

Government  iistened  to
views from represeniatives
of ithe Soviet Union and
‘Czechostovakia in Kampaisg
;before declaring:

“of

“The invasion and occupation
Czechoslovakia by Warsaw

'.land a most humiliating action
ito the Czechoslovakian jpcople,
This action is fraught with niar- -
ming international implications -
and consequences.

‘1 viet Union cannot be tolerated

‘pact countries is a regretinble

#4000

“The first serious implication

{is that the action throws in

"doubt the assurances given by

. the great powers to respect the -
sovereignity of all nations, big. - _
or small apd evea the sovereige =~

nity of their weaker alfies,
“The very purpose of smaller
' nations agreeing (o be members |
;of UN. is the implicit under-"
standing that great powers will
respect their sovereignity.

“The implication that leader-
ship not acceptable to the So-

in Czechoslovakia is cqually
alarming in that the interests of
Soviet Union are placed before
~_those of the people of Czechos-
lovakia.

“Ihe essense of leadeship is
ihat it must be acceptable not
to the big powers but to the
people they lead. ’ .

| allies be withdrawn without :

CPYRGH

38

. ”

~ Soviet

Invasion:
benefits and no: as ins{rutachiis 7
to threaten and subdue the
weaker members. The events of
the last few days would render !
such pacts . mcaningless . and, |

therefore, nat to the best inte- ;
rest of all the signatories.

%
kil
"

“Because of this and other .
considerations, we have today |
informed the Embassy of the .
U.S.S.R. that it is the view of ,
the Uganda Government that |
Soviet troops and those of her

conditions.

“It is, therefore, to be hoped ;

lowed to select their leaders
withouat dictation or’ direction
- from anywhere.

“Military or any pacts ente-
. red into should be for mutual’
[P 2T e T 3

FRR

L

that Crechoslovakia can be al-ff

“We have also informed -
both the Soviet and the Cze-:
choslovakian Embassics in Ka-
mpala that in the interest of in-
ternational peace and unders:
standing in their area, political’
discussions should be the means
to sctle any differcnces they
may have”

* ﬂ?'{ﬂﬂ !bﬂkﬁsman Said I~
NMombasa _vesterday that_the

an independent and sovereign ~co delay chanpe but they cunnut

party strongly condemned the
Soviet invasion of Czechoslova-
kla. The Russian action was.
a “threat to all nations once
it is established that mught is:
right.” -

and Government “deservs the .

nations and people wha believe :
in international order, self-’
determination and the princaple
of sovereignty among
broved Fanfsaleass
without doubt an act of apgres-
sion in an effort to divect the.
| internal atlsirs eng policies: of:

Ap

¢ ermment
Kanu said the Czech people . . ¢

_sympathy and solidarity of all . ;

BRi¥ei17

of the Worsaw Pact countries
allows for such an act in the
. name  of international Com-
- munism. One does not have to
"~ agree with the system ot gov-
in Czechoslovakia in
order to give them full and un-
" qualified support in. thig their
hour of agony.
. "Kanu condemns in the strongest
possibie terins the acition of Russia
and her Allier. If in fact a system:

nieedse ‘;? be pustalned bi the use

o 5

iR R SEP30A 5008500
not worth pregarving.

o "Tenks and:guns can kill people

DUt they, canpot kil fdeas. They

: betraye
'a mast dangertus hypocrisy and
viin one move destroyed all their

- with the warkers and c.mrades in
. ‘the besieged nation.and want them

LY. BT

SEIELN Sd Ve

even . 3]
b d themscives and exposed

pretensions” 16 believe in human
.rights, recognition of the right of
sovereignty and the princlple of
co-existence.

“We in Kanu must call a halt
1o this callous disregavd for intera
national order. The Russiang ust
withdraw and no w=xcuses will
salisfy the world :xcept total
withdrawal leaving tl » peoplc of
Crechoslovakia 10 dicide their
Laystem  of government und social

03m1§§3rcsn complety solidarity

10 know l.r.mt at this tim: they are
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OTRE confrére

Journal « Al Amal »
a publié un articie
Boularés
tchécoslo-
vaque. 11 retrace l'évolu-

de M. Habib
sur l'affaire

L’AFFAIRE. .
TCHECOS! .,

DP78-03061A000400030018-7
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L'AFFAI

tion de la Tchécoslova-

. quie, depuls V'époque
.- « From, national »
£ . neés,  jusgu’au

. mols d’acat 1963.

cle dont nous

partle.

Deux premiéres quesﬁon’
wsent & lopintonn  en -

ot que leur modération
leur a péermis

déléguéds des sections au congras’
du Party prdva pour le B sep-
tembre. ) o

tragigue- - A

! Nous avons jugé utile % ! ,
de donner & nos lecteurs ,niere partie dun
Ja traduction de cet arti- g

publions d
aujourd’hni la premiére

du
Be- |

sNJOUS avons publié’ hier
‘¢ ¥ 1g traduction de la pre-
artivie
e M. Habib Boularés naru
ans notre confrére le jour-
nal « Al Amal »>. Il retrace
1 pépolution de la Tchécoslo-

- paquie, depuls Vépoque du

TCHECOSLOVAQUE}

| fL" ACTION
22 30 hugust 1968

ca

RE =] Organe du Parti
. i . 4 Socialiste

.| Destqurien

rUNI®

par HABIB BOULARES.

. i Car Vexplosion tchecoslovaque |

‘a établl aux yeux du monde la
preuve que le pouvoir commue
. niste traditionnel est un pouvolr
, tyrannique basé sur ia violence.
M. Dubcek ¢t ses partisans é -
tatent déchirds emtre leur attas |
chement au communisme et

| leur conviction QUL ¢TAY NECES=
saire de délivrer le peuple de
ses chaines. Ils ont tenté une

T

~_—

e Fro‘nt Natlonal > Benés.i expérience andacieuse tendant &
i Jusquar ~ tragique mMOLS; concilier le communisme aves

) “nerne la Teider” v cd'aonl. 1a liberté, Nous ne savons si la
‘% Aau lend” ‘ Auwjourd’hui, mous vous) solution de ce probleme existe
T Meade o “donnons la deuriéme partie] et sl elle est possible. Mals ce ;
'+ Une interprétation % :de cet article. - - ' Qui est incontestable, c'est qus -
C différente de ‘accord é : e -~ 7 linvasion a mis un terme tra?'l-
k o . i .. que & cette expérience ‘que Jes
N ¢ de Varsovie . : 't | progressistes du monde entier
el oy La moderation de Dubrck = suivaient avee svmmathie,
: - Cpivalng milleux lnternatio- explique précisément les noms .
© naux®attripuent ce retourne-  breuses tentatives tchécoslova- : ) it
° omeny’ aux dissenilons' inlernes  ques en vue d'une entente avec Uetle mvasién & prouve qu'il
T qui ghenent dans les milieux du - Varsovie et plus partlculidres, " IUY @ aucun espolr pour un bed-.
© compandcment  soviétique et i ment Ia modération de la réacs Dle placé dans l'orbite soviétique
¢ au ‘driomphe des partisans ' tion aprés linvasion de'son payg,  Ge se libérer de ses llens:de dee
. de ‘;g'm:ragslztf:ancemg{u \ Kos. et les appels au calnie, lamcéd; | })iendance é?:r d‘essg;uy;jr:‘ﬂg&a;g‘
S syguwine. Cles el .. . jue | ques, meme 8 : .
e po ) par ses partisaps. Elle expll }m_q‘k;,  sont, communistes, lnd$5911tﬂb1'l-3“
nous sommes plutdt en- s efforts de M. Bvoboda = . Ment. comimunistes comme e
4 penser que ce reyire V?)?u‘x} 11:1 reglement pacifiqgue oeé-, “"°“pe,puhg“’k Cepgunnane
arg clft A l‘iqsistance dei gocié & MosCou. A e s B LA RO N !
u vour Veppllcation del © '\ ge e serais gas suros que!
i Nous comprenons les ralsons , | cette ~conclusion solt: las--lecon
fovie et sy refus de Prague | qul ont susclté lu-violence sovié- , QU auront A4 méditer ”dies.t. nom;,
d'igferpiéter cet accord selon | tique, ia colére sllemande el po- : breux ?a::tis . DIO%“S"ﬁ ?sm y
leg vues de Moscou, particulle- = lonaise cf ont poussé la Bulgn- ¢ plus ~d'un pays du trolsicmd
‘rement la clause concernant la  rie et.la Hongrie & emboiter lo | onde. - rte ol
protection dy camp communiss  pas. ' , N 4
te contre le  péril  allethand. - LA g
‘Pour la Russle, la Pologne ¢t ‘' . Nous comprenons les rawons’™ %07 :
‘TAllemagne de IEst cette clau-  de I'hésitation de la Tchécoslo- i b, ig
‘se styuifie Uinstallation des for-  vaquie et de la modération qu * -
‘ces du Pacte de Varsovie sur  a marqué sa réactlon. A
les trantitres de  l'Allemagne ;. . - ‘ co0 *
Fédérale en Tchécoslovaguie. S Mais nous 0o Lrouvons ‘““"'i .
: sLout cela aucune justification de ¢
Cey cnscmble de conswdera-  1invasion. Non seulement parce' )
tlgms( explique la violence de la qu'elle esy contraire aux valeurs
réaction soviétique sans pour le Internationales et a4 la morae,
moins du mordle la justifier sur mais aussi parce que la Tché- » ’ -
le plan moral ou méme sur la coslovaquie eost définitivement
/ plan politique. N'oubilons pas en perdue pour le communisme tra 7
effet que Dubcek of son groups ‘ditionnel et, depuls linvasion!
ront consldérés, comme Je viens pour le-communisme tout court. 3
©de lindiquer, comme les modé- méme sl Moscou réussissait & #
. rés par rapport aux autres mill’ 3

_imposer & Prague un gouverne- 'x ’
© ment, complaisant., g

hbae S

6
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AL MITHAQ, Khartoum
23 August 1968

- NASSER IS AN OLD FRIEND
OF DUBCEK *

It is said that because he
is a long-time personsal
friend of Dubcek's, President
Nasger feels great sympathy
with Czechoslovekia. He,
President Nasser, also apprecxa.tes

l""'l’

U,J} tr,;..:j\ «....L...Jb
d\-ut;\ FERINCY | JERT PR
. ; HULJ—A C-_.LZ_J_Y, - i
,0olane)  ddblar LB c—u‘-’
R U‘“J'J" L‘l’

[t L}

It is sad that

~ £TACTION,  Tunis, 27 August 1968

L A conception assez spéclale
t

qu'ont certains dirigcants

avabes dit révolutionnaires

en matiére de motale interna-

V’ < tionale a intrigué plus d'un ob-

servateur, profondément dégu
leurs nationaux. Eux qul gel-

. gnent sous le poids d'une occu-

international, ont
" silence lintervention  soviétique

pation quils ne cessent de dé-

© noncer au nom de tous les prin-

cipes humanitaires et de droit

en Tchécoslovaqulo. Eux, passds

nie contre leurs fréres, eux
qm ont toujours battu le record
de ln célérlfé quand il s'aglt de

" mobiliser les moyens de presse

" contre « limpérialisme », n'omi

‘ ., de linvasion d'un_ . petit
d'Burope .
<« grand frére »,

iy

pas encore appris la nauvolle

Contrale par . un
Sans doute

. e droit d’aincsse est-ll’ reconnu

“dans ces parages

uisgue ddja
il y & quelgues annees, un grand
frére d'Egypte a . .pu s'emparer

~de la Syrie qyl n'avait pas ey

. Baassiste,

d'dire
Yémen

encore la  malchance

oceuper e

passé  sous-

"' maltres dansg l'art de la calom- -

pays .

K

e i

LES ARABES ET LE MARTYR
"DE LA T CHECOSLOVAQUIE

. par Abdelmajid Ben SLAMA

P

‘également aux appels de lea-

" ders du P.C, tchécoslovaque !l

La dette des Arabes vis-h-vis
de I'U.R.B,8. esi~elle d'une taille
telle que - son remboursement
dolve prondre la forme d’'une
gratitude dépnssant les espé-’

.rances du créancier, une grati-:

tude au dépens du prestige na-,
tional, de-l'indépendance, de la
de équlvalrmt, a Ja trahison
dans I'numillation ? LA encore,
malgréd des appels de.  sagesse
qui leur viennent du grand lea-

der d'un. pecit pays du Magh-

reb, certains dirigeants ambcs
s'enlisent de plus en plus d
v raisonnement erroné, Les er‘

.reurs d'appréciation continuent .

~

pour sauver « un frére cadet ré-
. volutionnaire », sans parler des .
. cag « d'inscipline » qu'il sétait

vu obligé de tenter de régler
¢ et Ia en dépit du droit in-

© tornationnl, des us de frater mw;

-s6g, les amis loups sous le tra-

de plus belle. Ils n'ong pas en-
core compris qu'il y va de leur

-propre existence d'hommes L

bres, de faire le cholx enire
leurs - partenaires les vrais
amis, les faux, les amis intéres. -

vestd dun agneau.

‘Les agissements m'rmhsldérel
et illogiques de oes leaders ara-
bes ont parmts & 1'Union Sovid-
tique de s'inflitrer en cette M¢-

-diterranée sereine et d'y lacher:

.{mmédiate, sans eftet sur les
théatres d’opération. Elle en &1
er son enjrée |

?ronté pour mar
rijomphale, accuclilie A bras ou-
verts, en Méditerranée, en ex-
pédinnt quelques navires - de

guerre au large de Latiaquie et|.

d'Alexandrie.

La facllit¢ avec laqucue Ju.

RS8.8. & envoyd sa force dc
happe en Tchdcoslovaquic ne
suf

gu'ici, aux yeux de
linbarvont,ion est  quasi
alors qu'ay Moyen-Orienl ce
n'est que Ja continuation de
cette “lute d'inflyence sans fin
que se livrent Jes 2 Grands de-
puis 1045 en yvue d'assurer un
équilibre cPlus ou rmoins stable
au sein leurs zonas d'in:
fluence 7

I'U.R.B.8.

En dout (;as. ia ném.ralm-de

. ceriains Etats arabes quant -

'agression des Pays du_ Pacte
de Varsovie contre Ja Tchécos-
lovaquie est impardonnable. A
ceux qui n'‘ont pus de mémoire,
rappelons quen 1956, deux - pri-
ses de, position du P.ésident Ha-
bit Bourguiba ont donné une

.. & de bon "01'"“‘1'39' une flotte jmportante. En I{dée de ce gue sers la diploma-
b dchange, les Arabes croient ° tle tunisienne : défense des
;> TouJours est-ll que cette aitl- * pouvolr s'assurer de la protec- principes, attachement  aux
e tude’ a pu donner une idée du  tion urbi et orbi de FUR.8.8. idéaux sublimes, ndépendance
7 degré d'inflygnce  soviétique © Pouriant, les événements ont  vis-a-vis des Blpcs. Malgré son

dans cette parlie du monde et prouve que !'Union. Soviétique amitié pour la Frnnce et les

de la mainmise du Bloe commu-

. n'a ‘nullement l'intention d'in-

‘llens économiques {reés

solide-

niste sur les -domaines les plus tervenir directement dans le ment éiablis avec ce pays la
.- divers et en premier lleu, les. confiit israélo-arpbe en faveur Tunisie a dénoncé interven-
. sholx-et-les décisions en matié- -des Arabes, préoceupée qu'elle tion franco- anglaise & Bues,
;. Te de souveralnoté, La  pressa  est de cette fameuse of préeai- ~ D'autre part et toujours en 1956,
t banssiste, elle, est alée jusqu'a re coxisience pacifique. Le 5 malgré la grajitude que devait
i+ dpouser largumentation sans  juin 1967, malgré [Initente de/ la Tumslc & I'U.R.8.8. pour ses
b ?00&11‘% xgqﬁmTﬂssugt d{!":ﬂ rl‘::mvda. ccrbgéms chefs " d'Eiat arabes * priscs de positll?nd écn tc'l\veur clie
erven . a lutte pour I'in pen nnce, la

vaveduFortR ea%a&‘bo&oé/ﬂi éf&ﬁ‘pﬁm&’ﬁ!ﬁ%mw 7 s'esl pro-

D e chécoslovaquie est nécessal-

vidtique a fait la sourde oreil-

noncée sang hésihtion conire

. ra pour sauvegarder les ncquis lo. Son intefvention a éié mo-  lintervention sovidtique en
i 4u soclallsme ey popr népondre’ rale, sym'l_;ollque, sans poride Hongrio. .

t-elle pas pour s¢ convaincie

vitale |

the liberal policy of his friend
Marshal Tito.
President Nasser cannot reveal
‘his sympathy because he depends
totally on the Russians.
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AL UMA, Khertoum, 22 August 1968
The Tragedy of Czechoslovakia

~-Abdullahi Muhammad Ahmad

(excerpt')

Befare the Russian invasisn,

the Czech regime was communist,
headed by Dubcek, Secretary of
the CCCP and Prime Minister....
If the Czechs had been opposed

0 Dubcek, they could have over

thrown him without a foreign
invasion.This incldent shocks

Russians. Those who admired the

. liberalization attempts of
" Yugoslaviae and Rumania, whjch

Czechoslovakia tried to follow,
are disappointed in Soviet

o post-Stalin claims for liberal-
. ization... It is right that the
constitution of Sudan not recogs.

nize communlsm..The ideolog!cal
ties of the Sudanese Communist
Party with Russia threaten our
sovereignty..We could be invadec
by any communist country if a
group of communists submitted a
petition asking for protection -
or strengthening of local com=
munists.. We condemn this

. savage Russian invasion and

appeal to the Russian aggres-
sors t0 withdraw and to leave
the Cgechs alone.
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THE nappeal of the Sierra Leone Governmeat {0 the
- <+ Soviet Union to end its conflicy with Czechoslova--
£ . kia, is soher, carcfully thought owt and well-.
~ ¢ meaning. The sincerity of purpose behind that
: stalement issued at the week-end. should be well
.+ appreciated by the' Soviet Government. But why
& must Sierra Leone always come last in these mat-
.0 ters? Why hag it taken that long to decide whe-~
P~ ther or not to ‘Interferc’ in such a matter which’
: can have grave consequences for the free world?.
- For more than a week — aine days to be exact —
¢ we sat down and watched while Russian . f{anks
¢« rumbled across the border, into the strects of an; .
© Independent country, and said nothing! Not g0¢
i, enough. ' s
Siema Leone; being a very small country, ought to. be'
= vyery concerncd at the threat to the sovreignty of;
another small country and, believing in demo-'
i/ cracy as we do, we ought not 1o.he. afrald to;
¢ . speak. On such occasions, the vojce of g frec;
world must be heard outspoken, and unnfraid, -
without hesltation of any kind.. Because, while '
the experience of the Czechoslovak people has
B become a dangeroug precedent, silence can also,
i" . be a dangerous precedent to non-response to friends
- and well-wishers in timeg of serigug threat. ‘
“There 1s no doubt that we have done a Tot, and pers:
*:+ haps are doing a lot more now, to demonstrate’
{ .- convincingly, that our external policy is one of:
- non-alignment. We have demonstrated that we
value our friendship with the Swviet Government_
. oad the people of Russia,. ‘And there are many’
* v, @venues for co-operation between our two coun-;

€

%

»

Mt e R g

tricg which we are already exploring. Probably.’
it is here that we need to act with ~caution. But
taking the statement that was finally put
“vout, and the spirit in which it was made, there is;
no reason why we should not have said so earlier.f

Wo trust however, that the Soviet authorities, will grasp!
" the full meaning of that staiement, the kernel of;
which_is that jtg action in  Czechoslovakia has;
. heen most embarrassing — to say the least —
. and it has become imperative that she must do’
_nothing to lesson the high prestige which she.
" has enjoyed up til now, in the cyes of the young-:
cer nations. There is a lot In that statement to be,
"properly digested. And perbaps, the hesitation’
‘with which we have spoken, may help convince.

(the Sovlet authorities of vur sincerity, . .. id
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- Russia, T wish I was educated enongh

8-03861X 000000300187 sharper than.

P LAN HERA.L,%,1 81\9(3':3 Ababs,B1AUEES

~ People of all walks of life through-
cout the dreec world have voiced their
. syupathy and shock on the Russian in-
; vasion of Czechoslovakia in this Human
Rights Year. You might perhaps think
that all that is fo be said has been said,
and nothing remains to say or writc on -
the Czech crisis You are probably i .
.ght. However, being one of the many
people deeply touched by the fate of
the Czechs and, to be quite frank, be-
ing onc of the fervent abhorers of Com. .
mamism, particularly in its Russian sty-
le, may I, through your ecstcemed pa- -
per, publicly express my sympathy —
which T have so far held privately —
on the ruthless occupation of Prague by |
Russia and its eo-called Warsaw Pact
allies. To begin with, I join, with my -
own tiny private world, the choms of -
others iin condemning the Soviet inter
vention in/ Czechoslovakia's intermal af-
faing” which its liberal leaders could in- ¢
‘telligently manage. Indeed, my sympa-
thy extends far beyond words and re-
eolutions! . - ‘ .
~ Seen from another angle the Czech
dilema undoubtedly teaches a valuable
lesson to all amall mations of the world
‘anid keeps them alert that one day or
-one might Soviet troops — or any other
,mighty troops for that matter — may -
‘march into their cities and dictate ways .
and methods by which their govern- |
ments ¢hould be run, It also i a worn- |
ing bell to some African nations that
preach the unholy gospel of Commu-
nism without seriously considering the
¢onsequences upon themselves, :
What thas probably most annoyed |
the Kremlin leaders ds the unusual ;
freedom of press that has, since very -
recently, prevailed in Cuzechoslovakia . .
and which is almost non-existent ~in
Russia ond other Commmmist blocks. ;
Freedom of press enables a people to-
express their gratitudes and gricvances, |
But expression of grievance in Russia
entails heavy punishment. h
* It all boils down, Dear Editor, to the'
miost wnpleasant fact that any country :
that declares Communiem. as its form "
of government should, by all mecans,
‘ohey the Russian ' dictatorehip, failing -
which it will econar or later, find itself .
swerounded by Ruesian troops. - ;
~ Surprisingly enough such nations as .
India have already. found the word .
“condemn” too strong to be applied to

the.serpent’s tooth —+ to condeman Ruse
sia with! '
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L’AC’PION Tunis, 30 Augusb 1968

. LIBERTE DE_CHOIX

Férid KACEM.,

ANS le concert des protestations, des désap-
probations et des condamnations provoquées
par linvasion de la: Tchécoslovaquie, on signale

| des absents. 1l y a des silences beaucoup plus élo-
- quents que les cris les plus tonitruants, '

Certes, les pays qui ont approuvé ou cherché
& justifier la véritable agression lancée contre lao

Tchécoslovaquie, n‘ont pas un poids tel que les |
. victimes de l'agression puissent s’clarmer de leur
. attitude, ou les agresseurs y puiser un encoura-
| gement. Mais il est frappant de constater que ces
. pays se dérobent a I'heure ol les régimes les plus
" rdvolutionnaires, ou Jes partis communistes qui
" dans le passé ont donné, au risque de se discré- .

diter, tant de preuves de leur attachement & lo

| ligne tracée par Moscou, se sont prononcés sans
~ambages. La Yougoslavie de Tito, la Roumanie de
- Ceaucescu, les partis communistes italien et fran- .

cais, quoique fongtemps familiarisés avec la dis-
cipline imposée par le Kremlin via Togliatti et

‘| Maurice Thorex, ont d‘une seule voix déploré
* Vinitiative des cinq. Cependant certains dirigeants

du monde arabe, apprentis sorciers du révolution-

narisme mondial n‘ont pas cru devoir méler leurs |
* voix a celles des pays et de ces partis authenti-

quement révolutionnaires,

On les comprend. Prisonniers de leurs slogans,
enserrés dans le carcan de feurs amitigs, ficelés, :
., pieds et poings lids, ils ne peuvent que subir. 5'ils 3

réagissent, I'étdu risque de les immobiliser daven-

- ‘tage. Une fois qu'ils se sont délibérément placés -~
- dons l'orbite de leur « grand ami », que pour lui;
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plaire, ils leur ont emprunté ‘sans discernement;

leur terminologie anti-impérialiste, ils s¢ retrou- -
vent brouillés avec le monde_ entier, au bord de.

F'abime, Et la seule aide, le seul appui qu’ils peu-;
vent attendre sont ceux de Moscou qui les feur:

accorde avec parcimonie, au gré de ses intéréts, '
Lie son emprise ils ne peuvent se défaire, et leur; ,

subordination finit par- les étouffer.

Choisir ses amitiés, dans le monde moderne,f‘

est pour les Etats un art dnfhcnle, et tout manquej
de discernement en la maniére nsque d’efre ca-

tastrophique,

« Mon amitié pour-les Etats-Unis ne m empé-?

che pas de garder ma liberté de choix. Le jour ol

jo voudrais rompre avec les Etats-Unis, leur rotirer

mon amitié et me retourner contre eux, rien ne

pourrait m‘empécher. Ce qui n'est pas le cas pour

_ d’autres qui sont les amis de pays plus ou moins -
totalitaires et qui perdent leur liberté de mouve- .
+ments ». Ainsi s'exprimait le Président Bourguiba, -

i Y BT ,,,q,':,»“;,; T et e il

& Washington, au cceur méme de |'Amérique, le
17 Mai dernier, et les événements, une fois de
plus lui ont donné raison,

" la Hongrie et uulourd'hm de la Tchécoslovaquia™
. qui, sans méme renier fe communisme, ont cher-
ché a distendre leurs liens d‘allégeance vis-a-vis
du Bloc Communiste. « Aucune dissidence n’'est
tolérée dans la périphérie de Moscou ».

- Par contre en ce qui concerne le Bloc Occiden-
tal tout un chacun est libre de prendre ses dis- -
tances & son égard, et tel signataire du Pacte
Atlantique ne s’est pas fait faute, lorsqu’il a jugé
que tel était son intérét de le quitter avec fracas,
sans faire courir & son pays le moindre®risque d‘in-
vasion, Dans cette méme zone d’influence recon-
nue au monde libre, de nombreux Etats ont choisi
la « liberté ». Se déclarant révolutionnaires, ils se :

" sont placés dans le sillage du bloc soviétique. lis

. n'ont été victimes d’aucune agression. Cuba, au .
flanc méme des Etats-Unis, ayant opté pour le
communisme, se permet encore, dix ans aprés, de -
lancer le défi a la plus Grande Puissance mondia- -

le sans aucun risque pour sa sécurité et pour son :
existence.

De tels exemples sont fort édifiants, Ceux qui -
‘eujourd’hui approuvent « le coup de Prague » ou '

i s ‘abstiennent de le dénoncer accordent une prime
'o I'agression. Particulidrement vulnérable, ‘ils de-

-vraient savoir qu’ils risquent d’en étre un jour les
victimes. Et, co qu’ ils perdront, ce qu‘ils ont peut- ..
étre déja perdu, c'est-a-dire leur liberté de choix
vaut beaucoup plus que les avantages ou les sa-

tisfactions d’smour-propre escompfés d'une sou- -
mission si dégradante. .

THE _STANDARD, Dar es Salaam, 22Aug68

‘CZECH CRISIS

The Moscow statement yesterday was also in line with]
the renewed attacks on the Dubcek Government in the
Soviet bloc Press. It claimed that Czechoslovakia was
threatened by counter-revolutionary forces who had.
entered into collusion with foreign forces' hostile to
socialism. What is probably more to the mark, and

':
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certainly more honest, is the comment that this threat.

affected the vital interests of the Soviet Union and
other socialist States.. In this context we can under-
stand the Soviet fears that a liberal Czechoslovakia
‘would greatly weaken the Eastern chain of defence.

But, whatever the reasons, we cannot but feel sorrow for

the Czech™People at this hour. - They have lost their,
freedom; they have lost their right to express them-
selves — to decide who should be their leaders.

We in Tanzania would object in the strongest terms if
troops from Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda, the Congo, Malawi
and Zambia crossed our borders to enforce a change of
leadership in our country. Equally, we must condemn
such actions elsewhere.

Lol

Le jugement du Chef de I’'Etat se fonde sur la -

- raison, I'expérience, et I‘analyse objective. A Yal-"
ta, les alliés de la dernidre guerre mondiale
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Ldf mﬂuence. On sait co qu'il est advenu hier de '
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